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FALLS CHURCH, VA. – The Falls Church City Council named Wyatt Shields as City Manager at its 
regular meeting on Monday, Jan. 8, 2007.  Shields has served as Acting City Manager since July 25, 2006, 
following the death of former City Manager Daniel McKeever. 
 
“We went through a very thorough hiring process to make sure we brought someone on board who not 
only meshed with Council, but had the respect of the community and the vision to move our City forward.  
We did not need to look far to find this talent.  Wyatt Shields has been serving our community since 2003 
and has been our Acting City Manager since the end of July, following the tragic death of Mr. McKeever.  
His ability to not only hold City Hall together, but also to continue on with the high standards set for the 
City staff has earned him the right to serve as our new City Manager.  I speak for all City Council in 
welcoming Mr. Shields into his new position.  We look forward to working together to bring innovative 
ideas and concepts to our City,” says Mayor Robin S. Gardner. 
 
Shields previously served as the City’s Assistant City Manager since August 2003.  During his tenure as 
Assistant City Manager, Shields managed the annual development of the City’s Capital Improvements 
Program, which led to increased parkland, new playing fields, a new middle school, an expanded 
elementary school, and other improvements to the City.  He also served as the staff lead for a citizen’s 
Open Space Task Force and principal author of their final report, which included an open space acquisition 
plan. 
 
A strong advocate for City interests, Shields developed the City’s annual Legislation Program, and tracked 
key issues for City Council on Capitol Hill and in Richmond.  With a focus on transportation issues, he 
helped secure millions in federal and state funds to continue streetscape and eventual City Center 
improvements in the City. 
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Looking forward as City Manager, Shields will work closely with City Council to ensure they have the 
information necessary to make well-informed decisions in the best interest of the community.  Shields will 
continue the City’s focus on development and growth, sound fiscal management, and strengthening the 
collaboration between citizens and City employees on City priorities. 
 
Development and Growth.  The strong regional economy presents the City with opportunities for 
redevelopment in its commercial districts, and Shields will work to ensure the City continues to shape these 
development opportunities to meet community expectations on design and sustained fiscal impact. 
 
Fiscal Management.  Shields has several years experience in managing the City’s overall annual budget of 
more than $100 million (general government and water and sewer utility combined).   Shields intends to 
present a General Government budget to Council in March that will sharpen City priorities while maintaining 
the high level of key public services that tax payers expect, and that is in line with revenues at current tax rates. 
 
Organizational Development.  Shields is committed to fostering a fair, positive, and high performing 
workplace, and providing employees with access to the training and human resources support necessary for 
success. 
 
Program Development and Execution.  Shields is currently working with staff to develop a long-term 
strategic work plan that flows from the Council’s Vision statement adopted in December.  This work plan will 
be presented for Council approval, to guide priorities over the coming years, and move the City forward in an 
organized manner to meet goals. 
 
“Over the past several years, I have developed a strong bond with this City, and am honored to be chosen by 
the City Council to serve here as City Manager,” says Shields.  “This is a special place in the Washington 
Metropolitan area due to our size, history, and culture.  Our citizens are well informed, active, and believe in 
the importance of community involvement and shared responsibility.   I share this belief, and am proud to lead 
a strong City staff that is motivated each to day to meet the high expectations of our citizens.” 
 
Prior to joining the City of Falls Church, Shields served as Town Administrator for five years in Scottsville, 
Va.  Prior to working in local government, Shields worked on Capitol Hill on the staff of former U.S. Senator 
Charles S. Robb, and later worked for Dominion Virginia Power in its Office of Government Relations.  
 
Shields, age 37, earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of Virginia and a Master of Public Affairs 
from the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas at Austin.  He also completed 
the Senior Executive Institute leadership development program at the University of Virginia’s Weldon Cooper 
Center for Public Service in 2005. 
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Note:  A photo of Wyatt Shields  is attached.  Photo Credit: City of Falls Church. 
 


